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Matt Anderson
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Lana Evans
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Bittersweet Autism Foundation 
Board of Directors

Sam Sayed, President
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Jon Ahlberg
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Trish McCartney
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Nic Thakur
Thakur Law

Josh Vollmar
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*Relative has autism

The mission of Bittersweet, Inc. is to positively 
impact the lives of individuals with autism 

and those whose lives they touch.

 Bittersweet, Inc.
 12660 Archbold-Whitehouse Road
 Whitehouse, OH 43571
 419-875-6986
 www.bittersweetfarms.org

Dear Friends of Bittersweet,  

2011 is a year of progress and collaboration.  Read below for more about our exciting year.    
•	 The Art of Autism:  A one day forum on advancing awareness of adults with autism, will 

be offered on Saturday, November 12, 2011 at the Toledo Lucas County Public Library. 
It is sponsored by Bittersweet, Inc., The University of Toledo Center for Excellence in 
Autism and the Junior League of Toledo.  Registration is required. 

•	 Academy:  The three-day Bittersweet Academy continues to attract professionals from all 
over the world.  In September guests came from Italy, California, Connecticut, Michigan 
and Ohio (see picture below).  

•	 Pesto Project:  Bittersweet is a proud partner with the Junior League of Toledo and the 
Northwest Ohio Cooperative Kitchen (NOCK) in producing a pesto product for sale 
in the community.  The basil is grown right here on the farm in Whitehouse with day 
program participants planting, weeding, nurturing, and harvesting the basil.  Bittersweet 
staff and participants, along with members of the Junior League, meet at NOCK and 
process the basil into pesto.  Watch for this pesto product in stores in 2012.  

•	 House renovation:  The co-op, one of the original buildings at Bittersweet Farms, was 
updated and renovated including the kitchen, dining room, laundry room, and rest room. 
A handicap accessible entrance was added, also.  Bittersweet worked with Lucas County 
Commissioners who supported the project. 

•	 Recreational program:  We started a community recreational program at Bittersweet 
Pemberville through funding from The Toledo Community Foundation.  

•	 Van:  A new modified minivan will be added to Bittersweet’s fleet of vehicles thanks to the 
Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments and ODOT’s Office of Transit.  The 
van will be used to transport residents and day participants to doctor appointments, for 
vocational opportunities and to community events.  

•	 Technology:  We worked with a technology expert who specializes in non profits to 
develop a plan on how to update our technology to better carry out Bittersweet’s mission.  

•	 Day habilitation:  We started an adult habilitation program at Bittersweet Pemberville and 
at Betty’s Farm in Lima.  These day programs run Monday through Friday. 

•	 Art sales:  Sauder Village in Archbold and Carruth Studios in Waterville both sell art 
pieces created by Bittersweet artists. 

The annual fund campaign is in progress so you should be receiving a letter shortly.  Please know 
that your gift makes a lasting impact on the Bittersweet community.  Your donation stays within 
Bittersweet, meeting the needs of adolescents and adults with autism.  Please be generous.  With 
your help, the staff and board will continue to work to improve the lives of those we serve.

I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter.  I look forward to hearing your comments and 
suggestions.  Please feel free to email me at vobee@bittersweetfarms.org.

Sincerely,

Vicki

Calendar of Events
November 12 - The Art of Autism, Toledo-Lucas County Library, 9 am - 2 pm.  Registration Required.
November 12 - Annual Doug McCabe Memorial Benefit Dance, 7 pm, American Legion Post #232,
	 Proceeds to benefit Sons of the American Legion Post #232 functions and local charities
November 17 - Bittersweet Autism Foundation Board Meeting
November 19 - Family Update Meeting, 10 am - 12 noon.
November 24 - 25 Day Program closed for Thanksgiving break
December 1 - Bittersweet, Inc. Board Meeting
December 1-22 - Holiday Sale, Mon-Fri, from 10 am – 4:30 pm, administration office.  
	 Shop at Bittersweet Farms for the holidays.  One-of-a-kind items for sale from the art studio, wood shop, horticulture 		
	 therapy and fresh cookies from the Bittersweet bakery.
December 2 - Consulting Tour.  Registration Required.
December 2-4 - Bittersweet artists will be participating in Heralding the Holidays at The Toledo Botanical Gardens.  				  
	 Artwork for sale includes ceramics, wood crafts, paintings, fiber art, sculpture and more.
December 23 - January 2, 2012 - Day Program closed for holiday break
January 26, 2012 - Bittersweet, Inc. Board Meeting
February 9, 2012 - Bittersweet Autism Foundation Board Meeting
February 23, 2012 - Bittersweet, Inc. Board Meeting
March 22, 2012 - Bittersweet, Inc. Annual Meeting
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Vicki welcomes Paolo, our guest from Italy.

Patra Smilo works on glass pieces with Matt Paskiet 
of Firenation Glass Studio and Gallery.  Matt came 
to Bittersweet for two weeks as part of the Ohio Art 
Council’s Artist in Residence program.

Glass pieces made by Bittersweet artists.

The Art of Autism is a one day conference on advancing awareness of 
adults with autism.  The conference is being held on Saturday, November 
12th from 9 am until 2 pm at the Toledo-Lucas County Library, McMaster 
Center.  Attendees will discover how the use of multimedia art enhances 
communication.  The conference is sponsored by Bittersweet, Inc., The 
University of Toledo Center for Excellence in Autism and Junior League of 
Toledo.  Please visit the Upcoming Events section on the website 
(www.bittersweetfarms.org) for more information, a copy of the 
conference pamphlet and to register online.

Join us November 12th for The Art of Autism Conference

The second annual Ohio Direct Support Professionals recognition event, Sing! Shout! 
Get the Word Out! coordinated by the Ohio Alliance of Direct Support Professionals 
(OADSP) was held Sept. 15, at the Xenos complex in Columbus.  This event was 
planned in coordination with National Direct Support Professional Recognition 
Week, first declared by the U.S. Senate in 2008.  This celebration recognizes the 
dedication and vital role of direct support professionals in enhancing the lives of 
individuals with disabilities, and in supporting the needs that may reach beyond the 
capabilities of families.

Stacey Krohn, a member of the OADSP & Kate Graber accompanied a group of DSP’s 
that included Rose Barkhimer, Alanna Sindlinger, Dane Glassford, Abby Cowan and 
Ieasha Duffy.  Special guest speaker Joe Macbeth, executive director of the National 
Alliance of Direct Support Professionals, acknowledged the hard work and dedication 
it takes to provide support and personally thanked everyone.  We would like to shout 
out a big “Thank You!!” to all of our Direct Support Professionals who not only 
continue to support and accomplish Bittersweet’s mission, but most importantly 
positively impact the lives of those we serve.

Pictured front row: Dane Glassford, Alanna Sindlinger, 
Kate Graber, Rose Barkhimer.  Back row: Stacey Krohn, 
Abby Cowan, “Elvis Presley”, Ieasha Duffy.

Bittersweet DSP’s attend event

Bittersweet Spectrum E-Newsletter
In 2012 we will be starting an email newsletter.  Those who subscribe by 
December 31st will receive a free magnet made by Bittersweet artists.   
Please visit our website, click on Contact and click on the link to subscribe.  

Staff and participants enjoy dinner 
together during Friday Night Fun 
at Pemberville.  Friday Night Fun 
evenings are made possible in part 
by a grant from The Toledo 
Community Foundation.

Tom Weigel keeps a watchful eye on 
the campfire during Friday Night Fun 
at Pemberville.

Beth Meyer with her ski instructor. Thank you Lucas County! Holiday sale is coming  up! Volunteers from Kennametal help to 
install fencing around the pasture.

Larry enjoys summer camp.
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     Ms. Cathy Douglas
Mr. E. Joseph Calnan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Cameron
Capabilities, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Corwin Carr
Ms. Marcia Catley
Charlie’s Automotive, Inc.
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Ms. Patience Humphrey
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Huntington National Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hyldahl
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J.C. Interiors
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Mr. and Mrs. Craig Johnson
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Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Karst
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Ms. Jane A. Kendrigan
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Ms. Deb King
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Mr. and Mrs. David Lulfs
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Mr. Michael Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Meyer
Dr. William Meyer

Mr. William Meyer
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Mr. and Mrs. Phil Miller
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Mr. James Morgan
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Ms. Mary Ann Parker
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Mr. and Mrs. David Peterson
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Mr. and Mrs. William Player
Point Place United Church of Christ
Ms. Karol Poth
Mr. Richard Powers
Private Harbour Investment 
     Mgmt & Counsel
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Dr. Karen Ratliff-Schaub and 
     Dr. Eric Schaub
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Reiner
Retired Toledo Police Officers Assn.
Mrs. Sandy Riddle
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Roberts
Mr. S. Dean Roberts
Roetzel & Andress, LPA
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rogers
Mr. Ron Rossen and Ms. Kay Galetto
Rotary Club of Waterville, Ohio
Sampsel Body Shop
Sauder Woodworking Co.
Ms. Kelly Savage
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sayed
Dr. Jeffrey Schmakel, O.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schultz
Mr. Robert Schwartz
Mr. Edward Scott and 
     Mrs. Kathlen Gargan Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shammo
Nancy and Fiona Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Sheridan
Mr. William Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Shoemaker
Mr. Robert Short
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Shulman
Signature Bank, N.A.
Ms. Antonette Slobodnik
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Slomka
Mrs. Angela Smilo
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Soper
Spartan Chemical Company, Inc.
Mrs. Jennifer Sponsler
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Sprowl
St. Caspar Church
Mr. and Mrs. Robert St. Clair
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
Ms. Darlene Stansley
Stapleton Insurance Group
Ms. Anne Marie Steiger
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Steinmetz

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stender
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Styszko
Mrs. Marilyn Szabo
Ms. Dragica Tamarut
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Taub
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Taylor
Ms. Elda Thompson
Thomson Reuters
Mrs. Gloria Tisdale
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Toczynski
Ms. Alice Todd
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Tresso
Ms. Patricia Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Tweedy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tyner
Uckele Animal Health Distributing, Inc.
Ms. Mary Van Bourgondien
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Vollmar
Mr. Darin Vonlehmden and 
     Ms. Valerie Rose Lint
W L S Retirees Group
Ms. Wilma Wachowiak
Dr. and Mrs. T. Declan Walsh
Ms. Sue Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Waterman
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Watkins
Mr. Jeffrey Watts
Dr. and Mrs. David Weldy
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Wesolowski
Ms. Marie Williamson
Mrs. Lisa Wincek
Ms. Beverly Wolcott
Women of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Mr. Charles Yanikoski and 
     Mrs. Linda Davis
Mr. and Mrs. James Yavorcik

New Grants
Combined Federal Campaign of NW Ohio
France Stone Foundation
Great Lakes Center for Autism
Key Bank National Association Trustee for 
     the Walter E. Terhune Memorial Fund
Knights of Columbus - St. Jude Council
Lott-Conlon Foundation
Ohio Arts Council
Ohio Department of Transportation
Robert A. Stranahan Jr. Charitable Trust
Toledo Community Foundation
Zenith Foundation, Inc.

Donations and Memorials
Bittersweet, Inc. recognizes the following indivuduals who generously donated between August 1, 2010 and 
July 31, 2011.  On behalf of the individuals Bittersweet serves, we thank you for your support.

In Memory of...
Barb Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Perry
Darla Banks
Development Consulting, Ltd.
Ms. Alice Gower
Mrs. Karen Graves
Ms. Janice Kaiser
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kotz
Ms. Joyce McJilton
Ms. Ann Muder
Mrs. Vicki Obee-Hilty
Mrs. Jennifer Sponsler
Marcia Blangero
Mrs. Madeleine Rothwell
Theresa Cousino
Nancy and Fiona Shea
Nona Davis
Ms. Effie Davis
Michael Evans
Mr. and Mrs. John Horns
Louis Greenburg
Toledo Police Flower Fund
Jessica Ivan
Mr. and Mrs. Dereck Johnson
Michael Kadilak
Mr. and Mrs. James Murray
Bettye Ruth Kay
Ms. Barbara Chio
Gamma Beta Chapter - 
     Delta Kappa Gamma
Ms. Jane Giddan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Holland
Mr. Daniel Kay
Dr. Michael Kay
Steve and Sally Kovach
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bartnikowski
John Krouse
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Abbey
Doug McCabe
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rosonowski
Patricia Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Noah
Andy Palmer
Ms. Karen Palmer
Stanley and Sylvia Pawlicki
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bartnikowski
Leslie and Betty Ratliff
Dr. Karen Ratliff-Schaub and 
     Dr. Eric Schaub
Tom Rothwell
Dave Sondles Builders
Dean Sell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bartnikowski
Irv and Cleo Smilo
Mr. Andrew Roth and 
     Mrs. Terri Seal-Roth
Cleo Smilo
Dr. and Mrs. John Newton
Mrs. Mies Reyerse
John Smilo
Mr. Andrew Roth and 
     Mrs. Terri Seal-Roth
Heather Soper
Mr. and Mrs. James Murray
Maxine Thomas
Mr. Sanford Thomas
Charles and Eleanor Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Hart
Rose Wellman
Ms. Sue McCall
Ray and Helen Zaborski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bartnikowski

In Honor of...
Mark Abbey
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Abbey
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Knestrick
Derek Arbutiski
Mr. and Mrs. John Burin
Ms. Noreen O’Rourke
Brandon Berry
Ms. Michelle Berry
Mike Davis
Doyline Williams
Patrick Dunn
Ms. Cathy Hines
Marilyn Etloff ’s Birthday
Ms. Susan Schall
Emilia Klukas
Mr. and Mrs. James Murray
Brenna Lamb
Ms. Meghan Lamb
Reed Mayberry
Mrs. Josephine Meyer
William Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Noah
Phillip Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Broad
Michaele Murray
Mrs. Elsie Murray
Debby Shuer
Mr. Sheldon Bustow
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Petler
Patra Smilo
Dr. and Mrs. John Newton
Mr. Andrew Roth and 
     Mrs. Terri Seal-Roth
Mr. and Mrs. John Trohatos
Carson Vollmar
Mr. and Mrs. James Murray
Conor Walsh
Dr. and Mrs. Fachtna Carey
Ms. Lois Horvitz

In-Kind Donations
Betty Rumpf Interiors
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bish
Mr. Charlie Blausey
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Boedecker
Charlie’s Automotive, Inc.
Ms. Cathy Church
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Cline
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Closson
The Commerce Paper Company
Ms. Stella Cook
Croft’s Car Care Center
Ms. Joan Erdmann
Estate of Mary Alice Fetter
Mr. Joe First
Ford  Motor Company
Ms. Valerie French
Fulton County Pork Producers
General Pro Hardware
Ms. Angie Gillis
Ms. Amber Gonyer
Ms. Gina Goodin
Ms. Kate Graber
H.O.T. Printing & Graphics, Inc.
Estate of Frank Hertzfeld
Mrs. Kalli Hintz
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hoehn
Hope United Methodist Church
Mr. and Mrs. John Horns
Mrs. Paulette Isch
ITT Technical Institute
Jerusalem Township 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kotz

Kroger Area Office
Ms. Christine Kummerer
Ms. Becky Laabs
Lima Pallet Co., Inc.
Judge and Mrs. Alan Mayberry
Mr. and Mrs. Pat McCarthy
Mr. Don Miller
Mr. and Mrs. James Nofzinger
Mrs. Vicki Obee-Hilty
Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission
Ms. Kaitlyn Pahl
Mr. Richard Potter
Ms. Melissa Pratt
Ray’s Marketplace
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Rooney
Sams Club #6375
Mr. Fred Schafer
Mr. Riley Shepard
Ms. Karen Skeels
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Slechter
Mr. and Mrs. John Slechter
Ms. Schelly Slechter
Ms. Andrea Suter
The Andersons, Inc.
The Chocolate Shoppe
The Kroger Co. Store 531
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Tilkins
Village of Whitehouse Council
Dr. and Mrs. T. Declan Walsh
Mr. Dave Woodward

Roger Zeigler
Ms. Maria Zeigler
Andy and Tess Zoldowski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bartnikowski

Annual Fund
The annual fund benefits the programs and 
services of Bittersweet Farms, Bittersweet 
Pemberville, and Betty’s Farm in Lima.  
Contributions to the annual fund support the 
expenses of the specialized programming that 
Bittersweet provides.  Please know how much 
Bittersweet counts on your donation.   Expect to 
see your annual fund letter in the mail soon! Thank 
you for your support.  If you have questions, please  
contact us at 419 875 6986, ext. 1241 or email
annualfund@bittersweetfarms.org.

Horticulture Project
This year we offered the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program 
to the public and sold 40 shares.  Bittersweet participants packed boxes of 
fresh produce weekly, April through early November.  Based on member 
feedback people have been pleased with the freshness, quantity and variety 
of the produce and seem to enjoy the overall experience.   The plan is to run 
it again next year.  Look in the News section of the Bittersweet website for 
more information about purchasing a CSA share for the 2012 season.  The CSA 
program allows many of our participants to see the meaning in the work they 
do here at Bittersweet and to contribute positively to the community.  

Enrollment Form
Company Name  ____________________________________________________________

Owner/Manager ____________________________________________________________

Contact Person    ____________________________________________________________

Address	___________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ___________ Zip_______________

Phone _____________________________ Email __________________________________

Donation Amount $ __________________

Payment Method:	 ______ Check made out to Bittersweet, Inc.		

			   ______ Bill my	 ______Visa     ______ MasterCard

Name as it appears on card ___________________________________________________

Account Number ___________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________ CVV _______________

Signature __________________________________________________________________

B.A.A., the corporate partners of Bittersweet, Inc., play a vital role in the programs offered to residents and day participants.      
Contributions from B.A.A. members purchase farming and horticulture supplies, art materials, sports equipment, games, and help 
to support special outings.  If you are interested in becoming a member of B.A.A., please use the enrollment form on this page, or 
join online by going to www.bittersweetfarms.org, click on Ways to Give then Corporate Sponsors. For more information, contact 
Julie Horns at 419 -875-6986 ext. 1236 or mtilkins@bittersweetfarms.org.  Current BAA members are listed inside.

Platinum ($3,000 or more) 
	 •	 Recognition in the newsletter, the annual 	
		  report, the annual meeting program book and 	
		  the website. 
	 •	 Invitations to special events 
	 •	 Framed certificate designating your 	
		  organization as a Platinum Sponsor 
	 •	 Free tour, lunch and program for 4 individuals 
	 •	 Gift of a handmade art piece 
Gold ($1,000 – $2,999) 
	 •	 Recognition in the newsletter, the annual 	
		  report, the annual meeting program book and 	
		  the website. 
	 •	 Invitations to special events 
	 •	 Framed certificate designating your company 	
		  as a Gold Sponsor 
Silver ($250 – $999) 
	 •	 Recognition in the newsletter, the annual 	
		  report,  the annual meeting program book 	
		  and the website. 
	 •	 Invitations to special events 
	 •	 Framed certificate designating your company 	
		  as a Silver Sponsor 

Bittersweet Advocates for Autism
Platinum	 		
Pondview Veterinary Clinic	
United Parcel Service		
Gold	 		
Buckeye CableSystem		
Dana Foundation		
E. S. Wagner Company	
Health Management Solutions	
North Star BlueScope Steel LLC	
Potash Corporation	
Silver	 		
Brooks Insurance Agency	
Charlie’s Automotive, Inc.	
Commerce Paper Company	
Complete Refrigeration	
Development Consulting, Ltd.	
G.L. Heller Co.		
Luckey Farmers, Inc.		
Pettisville Grain Co.		
R & D Custom Machine & Tool	
Signature Bank, N.A.		
Toledo Children’s Hospital	
Toledo Police Patrolman’s Association
Village Apothecary		
Willson Builders
Worthington Steel

Bittersweet Advocates for Autism
Jamie Cummins serving pizza to residents 
and staff compliments of John J. Barone II 
from Rosie’s Restaurant.

Daniel Everett with one of his favorite friends.

Basil growing in the hoop house.

Pesto Project
Bittersweet Farms and the 
Junior League of Toledo are 
proud partners on a pesto 
product, made with basil 
grown in the hoop houses at 
Bittersweet Farms.   Shown 
here are JLT members, 
Lynn Guitteau and Allison 
Deckelman, who are 
assisting Bittersweet staff 
and residents in preparing 

the pesto.  The photograph is taken at the Northwest Ohio 
Cooperative Kitchen, a non-profit commercial kitchen designed 
to assist entrepreneurial efforts.

Playing cards at Betty’s Farm in Lima during the evening program.

Bequests
Estate of Rita M. Hepfinger


